EDUCATION (IRELAND). 



The ANNUAL REPORT of the Commissioners of Education in Ireland, 
to His Excellency the Loud Lieutenant* for the Year ending the 25th 
March 1850. 

( Pursuant to Act of Parliament, 53 Geo. 3, c. 107.) 



TO HIS EXCELLENCY GEORGE WILLIAM FREDERICK EARL OF CLARENDON, LORD 
LIEUTENANT-GENERAL AND GENERAL GOVERNOR OF IRELAND, &c. &c. &c. 

W E, “ the Commissioners of Education in- Ireland,” constituted and appointed 
by an Act of Parliament made in the 53d year of the reign of his late 
Majesty King George the Third, do, in obedience thereunto, respectfully submit 
to your Excellency a General Report of the Proceedings of the Board for the 
year ending the 25th day of March 1850. 

The general proceedings of the Board during the past year, although giving 
rise to consideration, and occupying a large portion of our time, are not, as com- 
pared with those of other years, of such a varied character as to warrant us in 
bringing before your Excellency’s notice a lengthened Report. 

The course of instruction adopted in the different Schools of public and private 
endowment under our control presents a very extensive and general system of 
education, and, except where the special directions of the founders point out 
certain restrictions as being necessary, we have endeavoured to make the various 
Schools under our control as generally available to the public as possible. 

At Armagh, we beg to report to your Excellency, that by the munificent ex- 
penditure of a sum of upwards of 3,000/. advanced by his Grace the Lord 
Primate, the buildings, dormitories and internal arrangements of the Royal 
School have been considerably enlarged, improved and adapted to the modern 
system of the most approved Schools. 

We regret, however, to be obliged to state, that of this very large sum so 
advanced, we have not as yet been enabled to repay his Grace a larger sum than 
600 Z. ; and that we apprehend great difficulties in procuring funds for further re- 
payments to his Grace. 

And in reference to- the attendance of Pupils at this School, we have to state, 
that the number is now considerably greater than it has been for a very long 
series of years, and that the Primate having from time to time reported to the 
Commissioners his complete satisfaction at the system and manner in which the 
different departments of this School are conducted, we have the gratification of 
believing that it is now one of the most flourishing and successful Schools m 
Ireland. 

The School established by us for the gratuitous instruction of the children of 
the tenantry on the Armagh School Estate, continues to be very numerously 
attended. 

Of the Schools of Royal Foundation ranking next to Armagh in the number 
■of its Pupils, is that at Dungannon ; next to which, Enniskillen and Carysfort must 
be classed. And notwithstanding the general depression of the times, which the 
various Masters report as in a great measure affecting the number of boys attending 
Schools, the Annual Returns from Banagher, Cavan and Raphoe, show a small 
increase of Pupils since our last Report. 

And we beg to submit to your Excellency’s notice a list of the different 
Students now receiving from us stipends as Royal Scholars and Exhibitioners. 

In connexion with the Armagh Royal School: 

E. F. Rambaut 
H. W. Robinson 
J. Rice - 
J. H. Cochrane 

312- 



50/. per annum. 
40 Z. 

50 Z. 

30/. 



In 
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In connexion with Dungannon Royal School : 



R. Dowse 


- 


- 40 Z. per annum 


F. Dobbin 


- 


- 30 Z. 


C. Campbell - 


- 


- 50/. 


W. Wallace - 


- 


- 50 Z. 


R. Moore 


- 


- 20 Z. 


W. G wynne - 


- 


- 50 Z. 


A. Richey 


- 


- 30Z. 


E. Nixon 


- 


- . 30 Z. 


W. Hubbert - 


- 


- 50 Z. 


L. Richards 


- 


- 30 Z. 



In connexion with Enniskillen Royal School : 



J. Gwynne 




- 


- 


- 50 Z. per annum. 


J. J. Fletcher - 


- 


- 


- 


- 40 Z. 


J. D. Mayne - 


- 


- 


- 


- 50 Z. 


F. G. Evelyn - 


- 


- 


- 


- 50 Z. 


R. Rogers 


- 


- 


- 


- 50 Z. 


R. F. Smith - 


- 


- 




- 30 Z. 


W. Caine 


- 


- 


- 


- 50 Z. 


C. J. Weir 


- 


- 


- 


- 50 Z. 


R. T. Hopkins 


- 


- 


- 


- 30 Z. 


W. Bradford - 


- 


- 


- 


- 20 Z. 


J. Ellis - 


. 


- 


- 


- 20 Z. 


H. M. Rogers 




- 


- 


- 20 Z. 


J. W. Quin tin 


- 


- 


- 


- 20 Z. 



In connexion with Midleton Private School : 

R. N. Gaggin 30 1 . per annum. 

R. B. Jones - - - - - 20/. ,, 

The buildings of the various Schools having funds under our management in 
connexion with them, and available for that purpose, have from time to time 
received such repairs as have been reported by our Architect to have become 
necessary. 

And we further beg to report to your Excellency, that we have been obliged, in 
consequence of the difficulty in procuring payment of rents, to make new regu- 
lations with regard to the payment of the various Masters and Teachers ; and to 
notify to all the probability of our being compelled to make a general reduction 
of salaries, and in one instance altogether to discontinue the appointment. 

The difficulties which for the last few years have presented themselves to all 
parties deriving their incomes from lands, have extended to this Board. 

And we beg to report to your Excellency, that a considerable portion of our 
time and attention has been occupied in endeavouring to meet these difficulties, 
by making small advances and moderate reductions in such cases as appeared to 
us to be necessary, by giving employment to the tenantry on our different estates, 
and thus, to a great extent, enabling them to struggle against the pressure under 
which they have laboured. And although we have directed it to be notified that 
we were willing to grant leases to our tenants under certain conditions, no 
arrangements on this subject have as yet been completed. 

On the Raphoe School Estate, notwithstanding -the very considerable outlays 
made by us, and stated to your Excellency in former Reports from this Board, we 
have felt ourselves coerced, by the peculiarities of the estate and the tenantry 
resident thereon, to make very considerable advances to assist several families in 
emigrating to America ; and in giving employment to others, so as to prevent 
their becoming dependent for support upon the poor-rates. 

And we have further to state, that a large number of children continue to 
receive gratuitous instruction at a School established by us for their benefit. 

On the Dungannon estate, we were enabled to give employment to a great 
number of the poorer class of tenants, by converting the banks of a very tortuous 

stream, 
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stream, which divided our estate from that of the neighbouring proprietor, into a 
straight mearing, each party bearing its proportion of the expense. 

Of the Schools of private endowment, the Returns from Waterford, Lifford 
Bandon, Kmsale, Midleton and Rathvilly, show the largest number of Pupils. 

As regards Clonmel School, which is one of private endowment, we beg to 
refei your Excellency to a special Report lately made by us to your Exceilency iu 
consequence of certain publications emanating from the Master of that School! 

. Ancl * 6 haT « further to state to your Excellency, that we have sealed a deputa- 
tion to visitors to hold a public visitation at the School-house in Clonmel, pursuant 
to the powers vested in us by the Acts of Parliament regulating the proceedings 
of this Board. 6 

The Commissioners of the Board of Public Works in Ireland having, since our 
last Report, agreed to advance for drainage on the Clonmel School Estate, pur- 
suant to 10 Viet., c. 32, a further sum of 250 /., making, with 7501. already 
granted, a sum of 1,000 /., originally applied for, we have executed the necessary 
legal documents for obtaining the same. 

The sum of 240 l, for which we obtained a verdict against the representative 
of the late Dr. Bell, formerly Master of Clonmel School, has been paid to us since 
the date of our last Report. 

And, in reference to our estate ill the Queen’s County, we have to report, that 
in consequence of representations made to us by parties resident in that neigh- 
bourhood, we have commenced building, for the use of the children of the tenantry, 
a commodious School-house, which we hope to be enabled to open in the course of 
the current year. 

The Returns furnished by the Masters of the Diocesan Schools in many instances 
show an increase of Pupils ; the most numerously attended being those at London- 
derry, Wexford, Cork and Carlow. 

At Monaghan the Pupils have nearly doubled since a visitation held at that 
School under our directions during the past year. 

And, feeling the value of constant and periodical supervision, we have deter- 
mined to request the Bishops of the different Dioceses to appoint from time to 
time, in their respective localities, competent persons to inspect the various 
Diocesan Schools, and to report to us such matters as shall appear to them to 
be deserving of remark in the management of these Schools, and the instruction 
given in them. 

As regards Team Diocesan School, we regret that, our anticipations in reference 
to the conduct of the Master not having been realized, we have felt it necessary 
to cite him to appear personally before us ; the result, however, as not coming 
within the period prescribed by the Act of Parliament, cannot be introduced 
into this Report, which is that of the general proceedings of the Commissioners 
up to the 25tli of March 1850. 

All which we respectfully submit to your Excellency as our Report. 

(signed) MAZIERE BRADY, C. (l.s.) 

EDWARD MEATH. (l.s.) 

FRANCIS BLACKBURNE. (l.s.) 

JAMES CORK & CLOYNE. (l.s.) 

ROBERT SHAW. (l.s.) 

FRANC SADLEIR. (l.s.) 

J. G. PORTER. (l.s.) 

ACHESON LYLE. (l.s.) 

8, Clare-street, Dublin, W m Cotter Kyle, l.l.d. 

4 April 1850. Secretary. 
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